Wood White recording update 2009
 
1. Wood Whites are now well out and females are egg-laying (in suitable weather!). Some records/reports from people are as follows:
Phil Parr - recorded 8 at Hooken Undercliffe Branscombe on 8/5/09 and found three eggs on bird's-foot trefoil. Phil also recorded 6 at Culverhole near Seaton on 10/5 and 1 female and 1 egg at Crows Nest Ware on 9/5/09.
Martin Warren recorded 1 at Branscombe on 11/5/09.
Report via Doug Goddard of 4 at Wicken Wood on 12th May.
Report from David Redhead and Becky Woodall on 11/5/09 of 6 at Salden Railway Cutting (3 males and 2 females confirmed). Some trialling of the new habitat assessment form with some suggested amendments (see responses below).
Report from Stephen Jeffcoate of 22 (mainly males) at Chiddingfold on 12 May and seeing the first egg.
Report from Sue Clarke of 30 at Haugh Wood on 12th May (mainly males) with one egg seen laid.
Report from Mike Williams of none being seen at Monkwood and only singletons at the Wyre Forest.
Message from Dennis Dell relating to searches of two former sites (College Wood and Thift Wood) - none seen.
 
2. Habitat Assessments
a) Definition of Dafor  - David Redhead and Becky Woodall have suggested that the Dafor definitions need tightening. Dafor is always meant to be a quick & dirty "gut" impression of a site and if you wanted to be accurate then use % cover. If using DAFOR then the following is a good agreed summary:
Dominant (D) The dominant vegetation or species is highly visible
Abundant (A) Many individuals or patches visible
Frequent (F) Several individuals or few patches
Occasional (O) A small patch or a few individuals
Rare (R) Single very small patch or individual
We therefore propose that the above definitions are used by all recorders using our Wood White forms (as Dafor does not convert well to percentages).
 
b) Distance to scrub - the general consensus is that this is important on some sites but not on others. If a habitat assessment has not shown up the amount of scrub (or you think it is really important on your site) on a site then please add a table of their scrub measurements to the back of the general form (as trying to adapt the general form to cover too many habitat types might be difficult).
 
c) The reference to seed heads on the habitat form refers to all seed heads and not just nectar sources (as this is a way of assessing if the ride has been cut since the previous summer and could provide information on possible roosting sites).
 
We do have word versions of the 2009 recording forms available. Please let us know if you would like the forms in this format (we only sent them as pdfs to minimise file size).  Please note we also aim to have a field meeting in Haugh Wood in late July- early August – would people be happy with a week-day rather than a week-end date?
 
So as soon as the weather changes please help us to continue this valuable work - and many thanks to those who have also send us information so far in 2009. Please keep it rolling in........
 

