Dear all, 
 Wood Whites seem to be having a really good year at last. Some of the information I have received from you in the last few weeks to support this is given below. Stephen Jeffcoate is holding another field meeting this coming weekend on Sunday June 6th at 11am at the Botany Bay entrance at Chiddingfold in Surrey (SU 978348) when hopefully eggs might be starting to hatch…… 
West Midlands Butterfly Conservation reports – ‘Several of us went to Haugh Wood on Friday (21st May) and did a Wood White count (45) and Pearl-bordered (37). We were very impressed with the habitat work done over the last few years’.
Margaret Hibbard reports exciting numbers of Wood White in the 2 transects she does in Sussex ( part of Chiddingfold Forest area).
On the 22nd May there were 22 in the larger transect (last year's spring brood highest number  was 3) and 11 on the shorter transect on 23rd May (last year's spring brood 3).
Doug Goddard reports ‘The Wood White season continues to bode well in Northants. Today (24th May) I saw ten individuals in Bucknell Wood and a further five in Hazelborough Forest main block. A female was egg-laying in Bucknell Wood 10.30 a.m. and I found two eggs. This is my earliest observation of egg-laying for some years. Interestingly, the site chosen was different from what I have seen previously. I have always seen eggs laid on tall meadow vetchling plants in long vegetation’. The plant the eggs were laid on was Bitter Vetch, about six inches high, in a newly cleared south-facing ride-side ditch amid bare earth and leaf litter, where the ambient temperature must be much higher and should lead to more rapid larval development. Egg-laying was interrupted by a male flying into the area. I was interested to see what happened. The male did try to court the female for about a minute and she flashed her wings open and shut before they parted, possibly the signal that she had previously been mated’.
Simon Barker (like Doug) has also reported seeing a Wood White lay an egg on common bird’s-foot trefoil in the Forest of Dean which was clearly associated bare ground. Simon reports ‘this butterfly had definitely read Stephen's work on egg laying preferences amongst first brood females!’  
Stephen Lewis visited Wigmore Rolls in Herefordshire on 31st May and counted 41 Wood Whites.
Mike Williams monitored the Wood White transect at the Wyre Forest (which covers an area managed by the Forestry Commission for Wood White as a result of SITA Trust funding) on 2nd June. This proved very good for Wood White with Mike stating ‘18 recorded which is the most I have seen by a wide margin.  Pleased to record 2 on the top ride (section 3) where I have not seen them before’.
Dan Hoare has also reported that Wood White is currently having a very good spring in the South-east…..
 
So an encouraging year so far and obviously now is a very good time to see if this butterfly is present on sites where there have been no records for a number of years……
 
Please do continue to send me your sightings and comments and I will try to send out another update in a few weeks time.
 
Very best wishes and thanks for your input,
Jenny
