Butterfly Conservation's South Shropshire Woods project is aimed at increasing populations of the Wood White butterfly through targeted management in a network of Forestry Commission owned woodlands between  Clun and Craven Arms.  The Wood White is a UK BAP Priority Species which has undergone a 65% decline in range over the past 30 years.   A recent study has shown that only around 50 colonies of this butterfly remain in England and that the Wood White is the woodland species of butterfly most at risk of extinction.  South Shropshire is a key component of one of the 4 last remaining regions where the species is still relatively widespread and is capable of colonizing new sites.  Lack of appropriate woodland management, increased levels of shade in woodland rides and the isolation of remaining colonies from each other have been identified as major factors in the decline of the Wood White and many other woodland butterflies and moths.  The project, which is  supported  by the SITA Trust, will focus its main attention on six woods in the area.   All the project sites are plantations, about two-thirds of which are former ancient semi-natural woodland sites.   At present, many of the woodland rides within these plantations are shady and currently unsuitable for the butterfly but there is considerable potential to create more open habitat especially on south-facing slopes.  Over the next two years, working in partnership with the Forestry Commission, a significant programme of work is planned in all six woods which will include the widening and maintaining of existing forest rides, the creation of new forest rides by the removal of conifers, undertaking experimental ground disturbance to encourage the spread of key Wood White  foodplants and the creation of open clearings by the early removal of conifer crops.  Initial vegetation and population surveys will help determine the best locations for management work to take place and volunteers will be recruited to assist in this work.  For further information contact Mike Williams on mike@stagborough.fsnet.co.uk or tel. 01299 824860.
