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Saving butterflies, moths and our environment



Press Release
Good News for Declining Species as Female Butterfly Heads for Waitrose

An unusual sighting of the declining Brown Hairstreak has indicated that the butterfly may be spreading westwards from its east Worcestershire stronghold. The discovery was made by local butterfly recorder Martyn Ganderton, a volunteer with the West Midlands branch of Butterfly Conservation, who recorded a female flying purposively towards Waitrose car park in Droitwich last month.  
The Brown Hairstreak is an elusive but very attractive butterfly that spends most of its life either high in the tree canopy or hidden amongst hedgerows. The females lay conspicuous white eggs on young Blackthorn. The species is locally distributed in southern Britain and mid-west Ireland but has undergone a substantial decline due to hedgerow removal and annual flailing, which removes eggs.

“This is great news for the Brown Hairstreak, which has not been previously recorded in Droitwich, never mind a supermarket car park” said Mike Williams, Brown Hairstreak Species Champion for West Midlands Butterfly Conservation “The most likely route of colonisation is along the Droitwich canal, which is only across the road from the supermarket, and passes under the motorway just east of the town. Seeing it head towards Waitrose did not surprise me, it’s just what you might expect from such a "classy" butterfly!  This is our very first confirmed sighting of the butterfly west of the M5.”
Late September/early October records for Brown Hairstreaks are increasingly becoming the norm in the Midlands, perhaps in response to global warming, and so it has proved this year as more sightings were reported last month.   
“Every winter we monitor the spread of the Brown Hairstreak by looking for its eggs and our next egg hunt is Saturday, 4th December when we plan to find out more about where the butterfly has colonized” said Mike “We are keen to get more help in this task and if you would like to attend, please get in touch by phoning 07802 274552 ”                                                                                                               
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