WYRE’S BEAUTIFUL BUTTERFLIES

A new guide on how to identify butterflies in the Wyre Forest and where to find them has recently been produced as part of Grow With Wyre’s Back to Orange project which is being jointly run by Butterfly Conservation and the Forestry Commission.  The leaflet includes an identification chart in full colour showing all of the 34 different kinds of butterfly found in the Forest. These leaflets are available priced at 50p per copy at the Wyre Forest Visitor Centre or by post from Mike Williams, Annesbrook, 2 Dewberry Close, Stourport, Worcs, DY13 8TB at £1/copy to include postage and packing.  Please make cheques/postal orders payable to Butterfly Conservation (West Midlands branch)

Wyre is one of the best sites nationally for butterflies and well over half of the UK’s species have been found there.  The site is particularly important for its fritillary butterflies, some of which are in serious decline in other parts of the country.  

Butterfly Conservation’s Senior Regional Officer for the West Midlands, Dr Jenny Joy, said: 

“This is the first time that a guide has been produced specifically on the butterflies of the Wyre Forest.  It is a very important site and a lot of work is planned in the coming years to enhance and extend the special habitats on which these species depend.  I hope that the new leaflet will raise awareness of butterflies in the Forest and encourage more people to record them.”

The Back to Orange project is part of the Grow With Wyre Landscape Partnership Scheme with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and SITA Trust.  Grow with Wyre was set up to help restore the unique landscape of Wyre, celebrate its rich working history and help protect rare species like butterflies.  This £4 million Scheme led by the Forestry Commission is made up from 18 projects, covering biodiversity, community involvement, access, local history, economic regeneration and education.

For more information about the Grow With Wyre Landscape Partnership Scheme visit www.forestry.gov.uk/growwithwyre
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